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THE GENERAL SECRETARYSHIP. 


The Young Men’s Christian Association is 


constantly calling for men who are willing | 


to devote the energies of their lives to its 
work. The importance of this cause is such 
as to deserve and demand the consideration of 
its claims by every young man who is looking 


forward to his life work. The subject has | 


often been discussed in College Conferences, 
and will continue to be. The following sug- 
gestions may be helpful to some students who 
are thinking of entering this field. 

First, there is the external call. In this are 
embodied both the need of special work for 
young men and the agency raised up to meet 
this need. There are in our own country 
ten million young men. Not over one-twen- 
tieth of this number are members of evan- 
gelical churches, and only about one-tenth are 
regular church-goers, while fully one half 
never enterachurch. Nine-tenths of the en- 
tire membership of the churches are made up 
of people who were converted before the age 
of twenty-one. When we consider the large 
proportion of women among church members, 
we can estimate the small number of men who 
accept Christ after passing this age. 

We need not stand idly lamenting this con- 
dition of things, waiting for somebody to take 
the initiative towards bettering it. The church 
is alive to the situation, and has for forty years 
been making special effort to reach this special 
class. The Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
tion is her agency. Fifty thousand young 
men have been banded together in eight 
hundred Associations in this country, and an 
equal number in the balance of the world. 
For the organization and development of this 
work five hundred earnest consecrated men 
are needed. The field is open. The machin- 
ery has been contrived for cultivating it. 
These two facts go to make up a call to the 
work. 


Second, there is the internal call. This, I 
believe, consists in an intense yearning to save 
young men, and to bend every energy towards 


reaching them, not loving the souls of others 
less, but loving their souls more. It is well 
that everybody does not find his sympathies 
concentrated upon this class, for there are 
other classes to reach, but just now there is a 
crying need for men who are so deeply im- 
pressed in behalf of this, the most difficult class 
to reach, that they are led to say: This one 
thing I must do. 


But a third and very important considera- 
tion is the question of qualifications. Ex- 
perience has shown that the following are 
essential : 

First, a man must have special love for this 
special kind of work. 

Second, he must begin the work while a 
young man. 

Third, he must be a genial, good fellow. 

Fourth, he must have executive ability—that 
is, the ability to set other men at work. If 
there is any one qualification of more import- 
ance than another, this is the one. With this 
he may succeed, with only ordinary profi- 
ciency in the others. Without this he will 
fail, be he ever so well qualified with the 
others. ? 

Fifth, he must be a Bible student. 

Sixth, he must be closely allied in life and 
purpose with the Master in whose name all 
his work is undertaken and Who, if he be 
lifted up, will draw all young men to 
Him. 


Any special information desired by any 
student who is disposed to give this new pro- 
fession a consideration, will be gladly fur- 


| nished by the College Secretary. Three hun- 


dred and fifty young men are already devoting 
their entire time to this work, and the calls 
for Secretaries are coming more rapidly than 
they can be filled by the right kind of men. 
It is scarcely necessary to say that a man who 


| has no special drawing to anything else will 
_ not succeed here. On the contrary, many of 
| the best men in the General Secretaryship had 


special drawings elsewhere and special qual- 
ifications for other kinds of work, but they 
have sacrificed them for this important work. 
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YOUNG MEN’SCHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS. 


All communications for the Cotteez BULLETIN 
should be addressed to 


L. D. WISHARD, College Secretary, 
Cor. 2d St. and Fourth Ave., New York. 


THE annual report of the College Secretary 
to the International Committee cannot be 
made until the Corresponding Secretary of 
every College Association has sent in his re- 
port. 


i 


A very pleasant and successful tour of vis- 
itation has lately been made among the lowa 
College Associations. The college work in 
that State was never in better condition than 
now. Almost every college in the State has 
been reached, and the few others will be easily 
organized when the work is presented. 





_—==ogD 

Arrer three years the College Secretary is 
again in Ulinois making an extended tour with 
State Secretary Brown. This State still holds, 
and is likely to hold, its position as the banner | 
State in number of organizations. Nor does the 
quality of work done fall behind the quantity. 
Twenty Associations are now in active opera- 
tion, and ten more colleges in the State are yet 
unreached. These gradually fall 
line. 


will into 


——— =, _——— 


Tue Conuece Vacation TickEt, which 
was issued over a year ago by the International 
Committee, has been widely circulated among 
students, and its circulation ought to continue. 
Every member of a College Association ought 
to have one, and would if he only knew the 
advantage of it. 

The pe sseasion entitles the holder to the priv- 
ileges of any city or town Association he may 
visit during any vacation of his college course. 
In other words, he enjoys as many advantages 
as the members of the Association which ex- 
tends to him this courtesy. These advantages 
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vary in different Associations. In general they 
comprise the use of the gymnasium, bowling 
alley, baths, lectures, use of library and reading 
room. By securing a ticket, and thus availing 
himself of these privileges, many pleasant 
Christian acquaintanceships are formed, profit- 
able alike to the students and to young men in 
business. The ticket can be obtained upon 
The cost 
of each ticket is five cents. Let every Corres- 
ponding Secretary call the attention of his 
Association to this matter at once, and provide 
all the members with tickets by the close of 
the college year. 


THE ANNUAL REPORT. 


Every year the International Committee is- 
sues what is known as the Year Book. This 
contains the reports of each of its Secretaries, 
besides a great amount of valuable information 
concerning the work of the Associations 
throughout this country and the world. Each 
Secretary of the Committee in reporting his 


| work for the year makes such a statement of 


its object, methods and results as will keep the 
readers of the work in intelligent sympathy 
with its purpose and development, 

The strongest argument which can be made 
in favor of the extension of this work is that 
suggested by its actual results. Take the col- 
lege work for example. When the Secretary 
visits a college where an ‘.ssociation has not 
yet been formed, the first question asked by the 
faculty and students is, How has this method 


worked elsewhere? If it has proved a success 


| in other colleges we will try it here. 


The Secretary is also obliged from time to 
time to meet men, busy business men, who 
want to know in the fewest possible words 
what the work has actually accomplished. 
He must answer their question, Wili it pay? 
by showing that it has paid. If they can 
be given comprehensive facts and figures they 
will support the work, and without their 
financial support this work could never have 
been done. 

Such questions as the following are asked 
and answered in conversation with such men: 

How many colleges are there? 

How many students? 

How many of these students are Christians’ 

How many Associations have you organized’ 

What kind of meetings do they hold? 

How many students have professed Christ as 
a result of the work? 
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Are many of the newly-converted students 
looking towards the ministry? 

Are any of them going to preach in for- 
eign lands? etc., ete. 

The only way the College Secretary can 
answer such questions is to secure reports from 
each College Association, summarize the re- 
ports, and have the facts ready. He is de- 
pendent upon the Corresponding Secretary of 
each Association for the completeness and ac- 
curacy of these facts. He wants no rose- 
tinted facts. The exact facts and figures are 
sufficiently eloquent and convincing, but it 
must be apparent that the facts are indispen- 
sable. This statement is made in order that 
each Corresponding Secretary may fully un- 
derstand why he has been called upon to make 
out a somewhat lengthy report. The report of 
the College Secretary cannot be begun until 
every Corresponding Secretary has been heard 
from; and it is urgently requested that they 
give immediate and careful attention to this 
matter. 


We 
THE COLLEGE ASSOCIATION ROOM. 


Many of the College Associations are pro- 
vided with rooms of their own, furnished and 
exclusively devoted to their use. We trust the 
time will speedily come when all will have 
them. The importance of being thus provided 
will be suggested by the benefits which the 
literary societies derive from their halls. 

The meetings of the literary society could be 
held in a lecture room, dimly lighted, uncar- 
peted and seated with ordinary benches—but 
what student would countenance such a thing? 
On the contrary, the literary society is pro- 
vided with the most elegantly furnished room 
in the college. Brussels carpet, damask cur- 
tains, flashing chandeliers, easy sofas and 
cushioned chairs are considered indispensable. 
Why? Because such a room attracts the at- 
tention of new students and visitors, contrib- 
utes a character of respectability and perma- 
nence to the organization, and affords a 
cheerful, comfortable place in which the fel- 
lows can meet. The society hall is the pride 
of the student, and he would as soon see one 
of the professorships abolished as witness the 
downfall of his society. Around it are en- 
twined the affections of the alumni so closely 
that time cannot sever them, On their annual 
pilgrimage to Alma Mater, the ‘‘ old hall” is 
the first place visited, and the memories there 
kindled are the warmest. 


Now we appeal to Christian students whether 
the object of the College Association does not 
render it deserving of every appliance contrib- 
uting towards its being the most attractive and 
permanent organization in college. Don’t ex- 
pect men who have little interest in spiritual 
things to find anything especially attractive in 
an old lecture room where the fire has gone 
out, where the only light is a lamp whose 
chimney is rarely cleaned, and the chief orna- 
ment a black board with part of a demonstra- 
tion in which the leader of the meeting made 
a ‘‘flunk” the same day. Every spot of the 
room is suggestive of a well-executed college 
joke, and the professorial chair and desk are 
reminders of many a well-deserved rebuke. 

On the contrary, secure, with the co-operation 
of the faculty, which will be cheerfully given, 
a pleasant room, not so large that an average 
meeting will only fill a corner, nor so small 
but that all the students can be packed in, 
carpet the floor, adorn the papered or kalso- 
mined walls with mottos and pictures, furnish 
the room with comfortable seats—chairs, by all 
means, in preference to benches—and have a 
cabinet organ as soon as possible. See that 
the room is comfortably heated and well 
lighted. An icy atmosphere and smoking 
lamp have frozen and choked the enthusiasm 
out of many a meeting. If these things are 
done when the new student makes his first tour 
of inspection and compares the literary society 
hall and Y. M. C. A. hall, he won’t draw such 
unfavorable comparisons, concerning the latter. 
He will see that the Christian work of the col- 
lege is as well provided for as the literary, and 
he will make up his mind to join the Associa- 
tion at the first opportunity. 

Do you ask, how are we to raise the money 
to carry out such an extravagant plan? The 
plan is not extravagant, and won't cost any 
more than thirty or forty energetic fellows can 
easily raise. How did you raise the money to 
furnish the literary hall? But to answer the 
question definitely, appoint a special commit- 
tee to carry out the project. After making an 
estimate of the cost, first ask each member to 
subscribe something; next, get what help you 


| can from the faculty, also give the trustees an 


opportunity to aid you. Then write to your 
parents and friends, and ask your pastor at 
home if he won't give the church an invitation 


_ to contribute towards the fund. Depend upon 


it the liberality of your father, mother and 
home church will never be more easily aroused 
than by a cause whose object is the Christian 
development of the boys at college. 
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COLLEGE ITEMS. 
McGill University, MonTREAL, QUEBEC.— 
A student writes: ‘‘ We want to start a College 
Association here. There are about four hun- 
dred students in the different departments of 
the University, and we already have a meeting 
in the building of the Y. M. C. A. in the city, 
every Sunday from 4:30 to 5:30.” 


Litton Springs College, Lirron SpRinas, 
Cat.—The Corresponding Secretary writes: 
‘* We have recently organized an Association 
here, and the students generally take a deep in- 
terest in its work. We have secured a good 
room, which we also use for an Association 
Reading Room. It is supplied with the lead- 
ing religious newspapers and a few books lately 
purchased as the nucleus of a library. Besides 
the regular weekly prayer meetings a mission- 
ary meeting is held once a month.” 


Iowa College, GrinneLL, lowa.—The Col 
lege Secretary recently spent a Sabbath in this 
live institution, which a dozen cyclones could 
not keep down, and which has arisen from the 
late disaster more beautiful and vigorous than 
Everything that the President, Faculty 
and students could do had been done to ensure 


ever. 


the success of the visit. The young ladies 
formed a vigorous Young Women’s Christian 
Association, and the Christian work of the col- 
lege, which has always been good, is now 
better organized than ever. Iowa College has 
maintained a daily prayer meeting for many 
years; in fact, it is older than that of Fulton 
Street, New York. 

Drake University, Des Mornrs, lowa.—A 
recent visit to this institution resulted in reor- 
ganizing the Association, and a letter from the 
newly-elected Corresponding Secretary indi- 
cates the determination of the students to make 
the work a success, 


Cornell College, Mount VERNonN, lowa.—A 


recent visit here assured the Secretary that the | 


work in Cornell is upon a better basis than 
The great revival in the fall has borne 


lasting fruit. 


ever. 


Michigan University, ANN Arsor, Micu. 
—In addition to holding meetings every eve- 


ning and on Sunday morning, and a number of 


sections for Bible study, the Association has in- 
stituted a worker's training class for such Bible 
study as will qualify the students to use the 
Word skilfully in dealing with the unconverted. 

Princeton College, Princeton, N. J.—In 
the recent revival at least thirty students de- 
cided for Christ. 


Richmond College, RichmMonp, Va.—<A 


new Association reports at this point. 


Dickinson College, Cariiste, Pa.—The 
Corresponding Secretary writes: ‘‘After return- 
ing from the State Convention we secured a 
room and had it furnished nicely. 
ings have been better attended. 
students have been converted.” 


Our meet- 
Several 


Bast Illinois College, DANviLiE, ILts.—A 
District Conference was recently held with the 
Association of this institution and that of the 
city. The college work was thoroughly dis- 
cussed. President Hopkins, as an expression 
of his deep, practical sympathy, has offered to 
secure a room and have it furnished for the 
exclusive use of the Association. 


Illinois University, CHuamPparGn, ILus.— 
The work here is making decided progress, as 
the beautiful room and large attendance cf 
students at the recent meetings will attest. 


Southern Illinois Normal University, Canr- 
BONDALE, ILus.—The recent fire, which proved 
so disastrous to the building, has not dimin- 
ished the vigor of the institution or the Y. M. 
C. A. A District 


while the closing sentences of this BULLETIN 


Conference is gathering 
are being penned, and we expect a great spirit- 
ual blessing. 


Yale College, New Haven, Conn.—The 
urgent and general call for an increase in the 
number of qualified ministers of the gospel, 
led the Yale students recently to call a meeting 
of those who either had decided to enter the 
ministry, or were considering the question. 
Twenty-one responded, The meeting proved 
so useful ana interesting, that it was decided to 
hold a similar one each month, speakers and 
topics to be arranged for by a special commit- 
tee, who shall invite Christian workers in the 
various fields of church and Christian effort to 
be present, from time to time, to give the 
benefit of their experience. This practical con- 
clusion having been reached, all present staid 
to accomplish the main purpose of the meeting 
and become better acquainted with each other. 

The second meeting, March 14, was larger 
than the first. President Wm. Holt, of Gates 
Nebraska, informal talk, 
interrupted by frequent questions, on the quali- 
fications needed for ministerial work at the 
West. The students most concerned in this 
movement are greatly encouraged to continue 
it, in the hope of its proving very useful in 
promoting an intelligent interest in and con- 
secration to Christian work. 


College, gave an 





